
 

	

Designing Good Questions 
 
 
The purpose of this paper is to facilitate the process of preparing and writing 
engaging small group bible studies for youth ministry. 
 
 
Designing Questions 	
	
Work out questions which will draw out the central truth, supporting truths and 
applications from the passage. Often the questions you wrestled with in your 
preparation will be useful.  	
	
The types of questions you can use include: 

• Observation questions  
To help the group see the basic content and structure of the 
passage. These should be easy to answer. 

 
• Interpretation questions  

These are more difficult but more exciting, as they cause the pennies to 
drop. 

 
• Correlation questions  

To show how the passage is related to the rest of the book and the 
whole Bible. 

 
• Summary questions  

To draw the passage together and lead people toward the central 
truth. They also clarify the structure or flow of the passage. 

 
• Application questions  

To think through the concrete belief and behaviour steps that arise from 
the passage. 

 
 
The launching question 
 
This is the last step, but the first question—to work out an engaging 
introduction to the discussion. A launching question should be: 
 

• Purposeful—introducing the main ideas or applications that will 
be addressed. 

 
• Interesting—engaging the group’s attention and arousing their minds. 

 
• Easy—making them the experts so all can contribute early in 

the discussion. 
 

• Open—with many possible answers. 



	

	
There are two general types of launching questions: 

• Topical—to raise the issues related to the goals of the study, by posing a 
dilemma or asking opinions. 

 
• Textual—to raise an issue in the text being studied which will help 

to unravel the whole passage. 
 
 
 
Other kinds of questions 
Agree/disagree questions Brainstorming Buzz groups Case study  
Circle response  Debate  Demonstration then practice 
Direct study method  Discussion - Large groups, pairs Field trip 
Illustrations Interview Listening teams – looking out for answers in a talk,etc 
Panel Project Research report   Role Play  Skit 
Scripture search  Team teaching    Testing    
 
 
 
 
Answers About Questions 
 
Questions are the life force of discussions. Asking the right question at the 
right time is the art of leading a discussion. It is true for all forms of enquiry: 
asking the right question is a prerequisite for getting the right answer. 
 
 
Types of questions  
There are two broad types of discussion questions. 
 

• Prepared questions 
These are the launching, observation, correlation, interpretation, 
summary and application questions. Although prepared beforehand, they 
are to be used in a flexible way, responding to what happens in the 
group rather than asking them in a rigid, systematic way. To the group, 
they may often appear to be spontaneous. 
 

• Facilitating questions 	
These are the spontaneous questions that facilitate the discussion, 
keeping it moving forward. They are important for building the habit of 
listening attentively to each other - extending, clarifying, justifying, re-
directing and reflecting questions. 

 
 
A good question 
Open-ended, not closed Good questions tend to be open-ended. They require 
a thoughtful response, rather than a simple ‘Yes’ or ‘No’. Open-ended questions 
often start with the words ‘What’, ‘How’ or ‘Why’. Closed questions, in contrast, 
limit the possible responses of those listening. 
 

• Open question: “What does it mean to continue to live in Christ?” 
• Closed question: “What are the four ways to continue to live in Christ?” 
• Closed question: “Is God concerned that we continue to live in Christ?” 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Doesn’t anticipate the answer 	
Questions should not be leading. Questions which lead the group in a certain 
direction won’t achieve the purpose of making the group think. 
 

• Poor question: “Jesus was God, wasn’t he?” 
 
 
Simple, not double-barreled 	
Questions that have two or more parts confuse the group because they do not 
know where to start their answers. Each question should address one issue. 
 

• Poor question: “What does it mean to continue to live in Christ, why is it 
important and are you doing it?” 

 
 
Concise rather than complex  
Questions should not need further elaboration. They should suit the group in 
word choice, in the level of the ideas involved, and in the amount of back- 
ground knowledge required to answer. 
 

• Poor question: “In Paul’s eloquent discourse on the profundity of 
Christological soteriology, what is his view of traditional ceremonial 
religion for justification and sanctification?’ 
 

• Better question: “What’s wrong with keeping rules?” 
 
 
For further guidance on how to prepare and package a bible study, see the 
‘Bible Study Worksheet’. 
 
	


